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Partnership

In 2015, Akerman LLP, a law firm located in 25 
cities across the country, made a commitment to 

raise $1 million for the CASA/GAL movement. 
Funds were divided between local programs and 

establishing a scholarship program. 
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Scholarship

Established through an endowment, the Akerman 
Academic Excellence Scholarship was created to 
help young adults who have spent time in foster 

care pursue a higher education through an 
accredited institution such as a university, career 

college or technical school.
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ONE AWARDEE RECEIVES

$2,500
in scholarship funding

UP TO

four years
of support 
(totaling $10,000)

FUNDS SENT TO AN 
ACCREDITED

academic 
institution
or other professional 
entity

Scholarship Funds
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How Funds can be Applied

Books and Supplies

Registration Costs

Transportation to School

Meal Plans

Rent

Other Related Expenses
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2020 Selection Committee

Paige 
Beard

National 
CASA/GAL

Omaha, NE

Chris 
Duke

Akerman 
LLP

West Palm 
Beach, FL

Kasey 
Dunlap
Akerman 

LLP

Chicago, IL

Hank 
Raattama
Akerman 

LLP

Miami, FL

Sonia 
Valladares
Florida GAL 

Program

Tallahassee, 
FL

Beth 
Zafonte
Akerman 

LLP

New York, NY
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Qualifications for Scholarship

 Is or has been in state custody (foster care)

Has or has had a CASA or GAL volunteer

Be nominated by a CASA/GAL volunteer or CASA/GAL program staff

Has graduated from or is scheduled to graduate from an accredited school system, or 
has received or is scheduled to receive their GED

 Is applying to be accepted, has been accepted or is currently enrolled at an accredited 
institute of higher learning

Be and remain in good academic standing
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Scholarship Timeline

DATE DETAILS

Monday, February 3 Launch 2020 scholarship application process

Friday, February 7 Network webinar

Friday, March 13 Scholarship application period closes

Monday, April 13 Finalists contacted for virtual interviews

Friday, May 1 2020 scholarship recipient announced



Sections of Application
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Application Requirements

• Online application form (completed and submitted by nominator)

• Letter of recommendation from nominator

• Second letter of recommendation

• Timeline of nominee’s experience in state custody/foster care

• Nominee’s educational information

• Transcripts from nominee’s educational institution(s)

• Responses for Nominee Narrative section

• Nominee’s personal essay
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Letters of Recommendation

Letters should highlight the nominee’s strengths in these areas:

• Scholarship: academic growth or success

• Service: accomplishments in areas of individual and community engagement

• Mentorship

• Leadership

• Extracurricular activities

• Employment

Letters of recommendation must be typed, signed and 
submitted as a Word (.doc) or PDF file.
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Nominee Timeline
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Nominee Timeline
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Nominee Timeline
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Nominee’s Personal Essay

The essay is an opportunity for the nominee to share their personal story, including 
values, barriers encountered and future hopes and dreams. Nominees must submit a 
written essay and have the option of including an additional video essay.

Suggested topics:

• Reason for entering foster care

• Successes and challenges encountered

• Greatest barriers to success

• People who have been inspirations

• Personal strengths and motivators
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Checklist

https://www.dropbox.com/s/myda5py97ui81h8/Akerman%20Scholarship%20Checklist%202020.pdf?dl=0

https://www.dropbox.com/s/myda5py97ui81h8/Akerman%20Scholarship%20Checklist%202020.pdf?dl=0


Submission Process
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Online Application

https://nationalcasa.formstack.com/forms/
2020_akerman_scholarship

https://nationalcasa.formstack.com/forms/2020_akerman_scholarship
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Save and Resume
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Uploading Documents

Documents for Submission:

• Documentation for test scores (SAT, ACT, etc.)

• Nominator Letter of Recommendation

• Second Letter of Recommendation

• Nominee’s Educational Transcripts

• Nominee’s Personal Essay (written required, video optional)

Please upload only Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word files.



Questions?
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Upcoming Webinars

• Substance Abuse: 
An Introduction to Substance Abuse as a Disorder

Wednesday, February 19
10:00-11:00 a.m. PT/1:00-2:00 p.m. ET 
Register 

Visit the 
Member Portal

Events 
Calendar

latest schedule
Webinars

past session 
materials and 

recordings

https://nationalcasa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2SN8lMX4T7ql9ssrG5qrxA
https://member.nationalcasagal.org/events/
https://member.nationalcasagal.org/training/webinars/


Thank You
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