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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By participating in this training, you will:

ÅBecome familiar with substance use as a disorder

ÅGain knowledge around the history of the disorder and the opioid 

epidemic

ÅLearn about substance use disorder treatment and recovery processes
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OVERVIEW
PART 3 OF 3-PART SERIES

Å Key legislation and its impact on 

family recovery

Å Conflicting timelines for SUD 

treatment, child welfare and the 

courts 

Å Practical approaches in the field

Å Resources 



Á Federal funding to support prevention, assessment, investigation, prosecution, and treatment activities 
related to child abuse and neglect

Á Current funding provides several grant programs:

Á State Grants : a formula grant to improve CPS 

Á Discretionary grants : competitively awarded funds to support research, technical assistance, and demonstration projects

Á Community -based Grants (CBCAP): funding to all states for support of community-based activities to prevent child 
abuse and neglect

Á Childrenõs Justice Act Grants: to States and territories to improve the assessment, investigation, and/or prosecution of 
child abuse and neglect cases with particular focus on sexual abuse and exploitation of children, child fatalities, and children
who are disabled or with serious health disorders 

1974
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA)



Primary Changes in CAPTA



KEY ISSUES FORSTATE CONSIDERATION

Determine who is responsible to 
develop/implement/monitor the Plan 

of Safe Care

Clarify definitions in legislation ðsuch 
as defining òaffected by,ó òwithdrawal,ó 

and òFASDó

Develop communication protocol for 
submission of required data elements 

specified in CARA  



WHAT IS MALTREATMENT

*A òchildó under this definition generally means a person who is younger than 18 or who is not an emancipated minor

òAny recent act or failure to act on the part 

of a parent or caretaker which results in 

death, serious physical or emotional harm, 

sexual abuse or exploitationó

òAn act or failure to act which presents an 

imminent risk of serious harm.ó

(CAPTA, 42 U.S.C.A. §5106g)



Physical abuse

Neglect

Sexual abuse

Emotional abuse

TYPES OF MALTREATMENT



PARENTAL DRUG USE AS CHILD ABUSE
*State variation



CHILD WELFARE 

RESPONSE

State policy

Severity of the maltreatment

Assessment of the childõs immediate safety

Risk of continued or future maltreatment

Services available to address the familyõs needs

Whether the child was removed from the home and a court 
action to protect the child was initiated



Protective Factors

Parent 

resilience

Nurturing 

Attachment 

Knowledge 

Social 

connections 

Supports 



Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA)

1997



Child Welfare 

12-month 

timetable for 

reunification
Parent-Child 

Relationship

Attachment, loss 

and separation

Treatment and 

Recovery

Ongoing process 

that may take longer



The Child Welfare/Court Timetable



The Substance Use 
Disorder Treatment 
Timetable

* Early access to treatment



TREATMENT 

CONSIDERATIONS 

ON PERMANENCY

Á Fear of the parents that their 
children will not be adopted and 
will grow up in foster care

Á Whether the child can be adopted 
or placed in the guardianship of a 
family member who can provide 
ongoing consistency of care and 
opportunities for ongoing 
relationships 

Á Whether the child can be placed in 
an open adoption that will permit 
continuing some relationships

Á The support that is given to the 
parent for recovery from the loss 
of the child or children, as part of 
the treatment and relapse 
prevention plan



THE CHILDõS 
DEVELOPMENTAL 
TIMETABLE



The Welfare Reform Timetable
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF) 



REASONABLE 

EFFORTS

Á Child welfare agencies make 
reasonable efforts to provide 
services that will help families 
remedy the conditions that 
brought the child and family 
into the child welfare system.

Á When a court determines that 
family reunification is not in the 
best interest of the child, 
efforts must be made to finalize 
another permanent placement 
for the child



EXEMPTIONS TO 

REASONABLE 

EFFORTS
Adoption and Safe Families Act

The parent subjected the child to aggravated circumstances as 
defined by state law.

The parent committed murder of another child of the parent.

The parent committed voluntary manslaughter of another child 
of the parent.

The parent aided or abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited 
to commit such a murder or voluntary manslaughter.

The parent committed a felony assault that resulted in serious 
bodily injury to the child or another child of the parent.

The parental rights of the parent to a sibling of the child were 
terminated involuntarily.



SERVICE ARRAY



FAMILY TREATMENT 

COURTS

Devoted to cases of child abuse and 
neglect that involve substance use by 
thechildõs parents and/or other caregivers

Focused on safety and welfare of the child 
while giving parents tools needed 
to become sober, responsible caregivers

Utilizes amultidisciplinary team 
approach to assess the familyõs situation, 
devising comprehensive case plans that 
address the needs of the children andthe 
parents



FTC Model as a Collaborative Solution

Treatment 
Court 

Hearings

Therapeutic
Jurisprudence

Enhanced
Family-Based 

Services

Access to Quality 
Treatment and 

Enhanced 
Recovery Support

Judicial Oversight Comprehensive Services 



Family 
Treatment 

Court 
Outcomes

ÅHigher treatment completion rates

ÅShortertime in foster care

ÅHigherfamily reunification rates

ÅLowertermination of parental 
rights

ÅFewerCPS Petitions after 
reunification

ÅLowercriminal justice recidivism

ÅCostsavings per family



CLOSING A 
CHILD 
WELFARE 
CASE



PARENTAL RECOVERY

Á Individualized safety plans for children of parents affected 
by a substance use disorder in the event of a parentõs 
relapse

Á The plan should include the following:

Á Persons who will regularly check on the well-being of 
the children, such as family members or neighbors

Á Persons or locations agreed upon in advance, where 
the child can stay if the parents abandon the children 
or are unable to provide a safe environment

Á Monitoring of trigger behaviors that would bring 
safety plans into play

Á Identified safe havens where parents can send children 
if they feel they are going to start using substances or 
relapse into inappropriate behavior around and 
toward children



Collaboration to 
Address Risk



INTERAGENCY 
COLLABORATION



CREATING A COLLABORATIVE 

ENVIRONMENT

Á Development of mutual respect, understanding, and trust

Á Honest and frequent communication, both formal and informal

Á Recognition that collaboration is in the self-interest of both 

professionals and families

Á Understanding of shared values and instances where values differ

Á Development of mutual sense of ownership and planning for success of 

specific parents

Á Identification of jointly developed concrete and attainable objectives for 

specific parents


