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WelcomePanel Members:

Honorable Michael Dickinson, County Court Judge, Harrison County Youth 
Court, Biloxi, Mississippi

Honorable Leslie Halligan, Judge, 4th Judicial District Court, Missoula, Montana

Honorable William Owens, Senior Judge, Juvenile Court, 8th Judicial District, 
Ottumwa, Iowa

Honorable Dean Stout T.A.J.P. (Retired), Superior Court of California, Inyo 
County, Bishop, California

Moderator:

Diane Nunn, J.D., Judicial Liaison, National CASA/GAL Association



Description



 

Description

• The Court Appointed Special Advocate and Guardian ad Litem 
(CASA/GAL) Core Model states that programs provide screened, 
trained, and qualified community volunteers to advocate for the best 
interests of children and youth who are before the court as a result 
of abuse or neglect as defined by the state child welfare laws, living 
at home or in out-of-home care.

• Communication and partnerships with the court, child welfare and 
the Bar are important for CASA/GAL advocates to effectively provide 
best interest advocacy for children and youth in child welfare 
proceedings.



Framing the Discussion



 

Framing the Discussion

• There are different roles that the court, CASA/GAL advocates, child 
welfare and attorneys have in child welfare court proceedings and 
what is expected by the court.

• Communications and partnerships with the court, child welfare 
personnel, and members of the Bar are important. In order for 
CASA/ GAL advocates to effectively implement what judges would 
like them to do when gathering information to report and make 
recommendations to the court as to what is in the best interests of 
children and youth. 



Panel Discussion and Questions



Panel Discussion and Questions

What are the key roles and responsibilities that the 
court, CASA/GAL advocates, child welfare workers, 
and attorneys have in court proceedings?
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Panel Discussion and Questions

• What are some of the different ways for CASA/GAL 
programs and advocates to communicate and 
partner on a system-wide basis to improve their 
best interest advocacy for children and youth in 
child welfare proceedings? 

• How can CASA/GAL programs and advocates help 
to identify barriers to effective communication and 
partnerships and ways to overcome those barriers?
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Panel Discussion and Questions

• Are there regularly scheduled system meetings to 
discuss improving communication and barriers to 
effective communication? If yes, who convenes the 
meetings?

• At the state level?

• At the local level?
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Panel Discussion and Questions

• Do you hold regularly scheduled system meetings?

• If you do,
o How often?
o Who is invited/participates in the meetings (e.g., 

social services, CASA/GAL program 
representatives, local Bar representatives, 
probation)?

o What are some examples of topics that are 
discussed?
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Panel Discussion and Questions

• Do you view yourself as "Judge, the convener" for 
these purposes?

• If you are not the convener, who convenes the 
meetings?

• Are there different types of meetings for different 
purposes?
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Panel Discussion and Questions

• If you do not hold regularly scheduled meetings, 
what methods do you use to facilitate 
communication and/or to overcome barriers to 
effective communications and partnerships?

• How should a CASA/GAL volunteer raise a concern 
if the volunteer is encountering barriers to gathering 
information on a particular case to provide to the 
court and to provide effective best interest 
advocacy?



Summary and Wrap-up



Thank You
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